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Some Current Economic 
Indicators To Contemplate

“Not everthing than can be 
counted counts, and not 

everything that counts can be 
counted.“

                             
                            Albert Einstein
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Decades	Of Steady	Employment	Growth

Oil	revenue	boom

Crash

1993	-"full	
recovery"

1989-2008,	20	years	of	growth	ends	

900	jobs	lost	in	2009	

growth	resumes	but	
very	moderate	



Slower Growth In Anchorage
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Where Jobs Were Lost And Gained During The 
“Great Recession” of the 1980’s
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Population Losses During The 1980’s
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The 1980’s and Now 
Similarities 
•  Oil prices fall 
•  Oil revenues fall 
•  Economy remains very 

dependent on oil 	 		

Differences-Good 
•  Not preceded by economic 

and population boom  
•  Very different demographics 
•  Problem is not a surprise 
•  Have savings this time 
•  Have more control this time 
•  More economic diversity, a 

larger service sector, Native 
Corps. 

•  Much lower interest rates 
•  Tax Reform Act of 1986? 
Differences-Bad 
•  Much less oil production 
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Historical Oil Prices	In	2014	Dollars
Price	per	barrel
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Our Wealth Tied To Oil Greater Than 
Probably Anywhere Else
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Housing Bubble?
Residential building permits, 

2005-2015=6,800 permits

Opened in 1987 took 10 years to 
fill 
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If I didn’t answer all your 
questions you came with 
– Sorry, but just get out 
your phones and :Ask 

Jenn  

Anchorage's Pickup Truck Index-- More Moderate 
Growth In 2014
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14,914 snow machines in 2014--peaked in 2007 at 16,878
Source: AK Div ision of Motor Vehicles


